APPEALS TO AMERICANS
TO PRAY FOR SERBIANS

Lansing Urges All to Go to Places|
of Worship on July 28 and Offer
Sympathy to Invaded Nation.

Speclal to The New York Times.

WASHINGTON, July 26.—Secretary
Lansing issued an appeal today to the
American people of all faiths and creeds
to assemble in their churches on Sun-
day, July 28, to voice their sympathy
for the people of Serbia and their op-
pressed and dominated kindred in other
lands. This will be the fourth annlver-
sary of the day when the Serbians, as
a result of Austria’s declaration of war
in 1914, were called upon to defend their
homes against the invader. Secretary
Lansing's appeal follows:

‘*“ On Sunday, the 25th of the present
montk, will occur the fourth anniver-
sary of the day when the gallant people
of Serbla, rather than submit to the
studied and ignoble exactions of a care-
fully prepared attack, were called upon
by the war declaration of Austria-Hun-
gary to defend their territory and their
homes against an enemy bént upon their
destruction. Nobly did they respond,

“ g0 valliantly and courageously did
they oppose the forces of a country ten
times greater In population and re-
sources that it was only after they had

thrice driven the Austrians back and
Germany and Bulgaria had come to the
aid of Austria that their armies were
compelled to retreat into Albania.

‘ VWhile their territory has been dev-
astated and their homes despoiled, the
spirit of the Serbian people has not
been broken. Though overwhelmed by
superior forces, their love of freedom
remains unabated. Erutal force has left
unaffected their firmm determination to
gsacrifice everything for liberty and ‘in-
dependence,

““ It is fitting that the people of the
United States, dedicated to the self-
evident truth that it is the right of the
people of all nations, small as well as
great, to live their own lives and choo%e
their own Government, and remember-
ing that the principles for which Serbia
has so nobly fought and suffered are
thcse for which the United States |s
fighting, should on the occasion of this
anniversary manifest in an appropriate
manner their warm sympathy with this
oppressed people who have so heroically,
resisted the aims of the Germanic na-
tions to master the world. At the same
time, we should not forget the kindred
people of the great Slavic race who,
now dominated and oppressed by allen
races, yearn for independence and na-
tional unity.

““ This can be done iIn a manner no
more appropriate than by its general
observance In the churches, The De-
partment of State feels that the people
of the United States of all faiths and
creeds will wish to assemble in their
several places of worship on S8unday,
July 28, for the purpose of giving ex-
pression to thelr sympathy with this
wronged people and their oppressed and
dominated kindred in other lands, and
to invoke the blessings of Almighty God
upon them and upon the cause to which

they are pledged.’”’
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